what's up

Month of May /June 2010
The 50 Days of Easter

In Christianity, Easter commemorates the resurrection of Jesus, which Christians believe

happened three days after he was buried. Easter is not an isolated holiday: it is the culmination of
the season of Lentyhich lasts 40 days, and begins the season of Pentecost, which lasts 50 days.
Because of this, Easter is a holiday which stands at the center of the Christian liturgical calendar
and serves as a focal point for numerous other celebrations, commemoratidnsigils.

Which season is longer, Christmas or Easter? VEakter Sundais just one day, while there

are 12 daysf Christmasright? Well, yes and no.

The Christmas season actually lasts 40 days, from Christmas Dagandlemasthe Feast of
the Presentation, on February 2. T days of Christmasefer to the most festive part of the
season, from Christmas Day uripiphany

Similarly, the period from Easter Sunday throijliine Mercy Sundaythe Sunday after Easter
Sundg), also known as the Octave (or eighth day) of Easter, is an especially joyful time. But the
Easter doesn't end there: Because Easter is the most important feastlmishian calendér

even more important than Christmdathe Easter season continues on for 50 days, through the
Ascension of Our Lordo Pentecost Sundayindeed, for the purpose of fulfilling our Easter
Duty, the Easter season extends unihity Sunday the first Sunday after Pentecost!

From Ash Wednesday to Pentecost Sunday we have experienced the most profound part of our
Christian belief that included 40 days of Lent and 50 days of Eastrwithout all the
commercialism that Christmas invokes.

Trinity Sunday is the first Sunday after PentecosThe Sundays following Pentecost, until
Advent are numbered from this day. In traditioRRdman Catholizisage, thé&irst Sundayafter
Pentecostis on the same day as Trinity Sunday. In the reviRedan rite Ordinary Time
resumes one week earlier, on the Monday after Pentecost, with the Sundays that would otherwise
fall on Pentecost and Trinity Sunday omitted that year. IrCtnerch of Englandfollowing the
pre-ReformationSarum usgthe following Sunday is th@First Sunday after Trinity while the
Episcopal Church in the United States of Amel(E€USA) now follows the Catholic usage,
calling it the Second Sundayter Pentecost. Théturgical colour used on Trinity Sunday is

white.


http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/What_Is_Easter.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Christmas.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Presentation.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/b/2007/12/26/celebrate-all-twelve-days-of-christmas.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Epiphany.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Divine_Mercy_Su.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/a/2010_Lit_Cal.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Ascension.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Pentecost.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Trinity_Sunday.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_rite
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordinary_Time
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarum_Rite
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_in_the_United_States_of_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_colour
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during that math. Unfortunately this makes the newsletter for May, produced inappear
out of date. To combat this | have dated this one May/June and future ones will be the month in
which it isprinted covering events that took place the previous month.
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Faith, Hope, Love- an Adventure of a Lifetime
Nineteen years ago my spouse Beverley and |
drove from Montreal to Oakville during Québec's
National Holiday in JuneOur goal was to find a
house in preparation for my transfer with a pulp
and paper companylen Abbey would soon be
our new home. Several months later we packed
up two cars, our eighteen month old daughter, our
seven day old son and our black Labrador
retriever and headed west from Montreal on
highway 401.

An adventure fueled by faith, hope and ldeea
community where we didn't know a soul. But let's
paddle further back in time to 1983:

| was hospitalized with a rare autoimmune
disease, in extreme pain, my hands were
paralyzed; | couldn't even pick up a piece of
tissue.Medical experts at The Quedtlizabeth
Hospital of Montreal and colleagues from
Bethesda Maryland collaborated and agreed on a
diagnosis. The survival rate for my condition was
five percent but the Doctors encouraged me to
"keep the faith". My hospital visit turned from
days into week.
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While there my Physiotherapist consulted a
colleague, a published research scientist who was

an expert on conditions like mine. A few months

later a mutual friend who has since become an
Anglican Minister brought us together again.

The scientist was &/erley Cole a compassionate
professional who would become my wonderful
partner in life. What a catch! | weighed 128
pounds, my hands were paralyzed and | was
learning to walk. | often chuckle that the first

ti me we held hands | coul
We m@ntinued our quest together, mindful of our
vows which included words from 1 Corinthians
13 reminding us of the importance of faith, hope
and love.

Fast forward, itéds May 2
two wonderful young adult children, Tori & Alex

and a Labador puppy named Guinness.

June will be a particularly exciting month for us

as we celebrate our Silver Wedding Anniversary.
Imagine Beverley's faith!

It's my honour to be your Chair of Council at
Glen Abbey United Church.

Peek into our lounge; we have paddle on
display. The brass plate on the paddle reads:
"Presented to the incoming Chair of the Board of
Glen Abbey United Church, as a symbol of our
belief that we must be prepared to take turns
doing the difficult tasks, and to take time to rest,
in order to continue moving forward."

| currently have the paddle so it's my turn to be
your leader. What is my role as your Chair of
Council? | ensure that Council stays on course,
help navigate rough waters, encourage everyone



to share their expertise andatlenge our team to We have talented committee leaders, many with
move forward always mindful of ouriCu r ¢ h & strong characters and excellent business acumen.
mission and direction.
My role is to keep our dialogue open, respectful yet To our next leader and to anyoneeding strength
energized so that &h Abbey United Church in their adventures | offer one of my favourite
continues to serve our congregation and community Scripture passages, Isaiah 40:31.
with innovative and meaningful programs and
services. ABut they that wai t upo
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as
I'm in my second term and will soon "pass the eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they
paddle” to our next Chairperson. Will it be you? shalwd k, and not faint.o

The Nixon family have been very involved in the church for many years

The Nixon Family
Back row Jill McFarland, Andrew Me&arland, Geof Goebel, Pam Nixon
Middle Row: Regan McFarland, Mable NixoTed Nixon

Front row; Hayden Nixot@soebel, Quinn NixorGoebel, Lucy McFarland

Mable Nixon Vancouver. While in Vancouver | became a nurse
June asked me to write up a piece for the newsletter 9raduating in 1961. _
about my life, so here it is. British Columbia is My husband, Ted and | met in Vancouver then
where | hale from, livig in Kelowna, Penticton and ~ Moved to Montreal where we had our son, Scot

Our girls, Pamela and Jill were born in Mississauga, After taking a 2 year ECE course at Sheridan
where we lived for23 years. It was while in College | then went on to teach gehool for about
Mississauga that we lost our son to leukemia in 20 years.

1977.



In 1989 Ted and | moved to Romania for a 2 year
foreign assignmentthat Ted had with Atomic
Energy of Canada Limited. While there | was
fortunate to teach prechool at the American
School of Bucharest, which | thoroughly enjoyed.
On the negative side we were there when the
revolution started and were flown out to Vierss

fighting had started in the streets and it was unsafe.

We flew home to Canada for Christmas and then
returned after 3 weeks. It was an exciting time for
the Romanians as they were preparing for their first
election. While living abroad we traveled a,ltd
Hungary, Turkey, Greece, Egypt, Spain, Italy,
Cyprus, Germany, Switzerland, France, Austria,
Yugoslavia, and Bulgaria. It was an amazing time
for us and we have many great memories.

| started coming to Glen Abbey United Church in
1987 before we movedaway. We met in St.
Matt hewos school and
Zurbrigg as our minister. Upon returning to
Oakville in 1991 | started coming to church again
and the congregation was now meeting in Pilgrim
Wood School with Rev. Bill Brown as the minister.
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Over the many years of being a member | have been

secretary of the board, in the choir, chair of the
welcome committee, led a weekly class for
preschoolers with Jean
Pl ayo, taught at the su
the plannig committee to say farewell to Bill and

Janelle, weeded and cultivated a section of the
church garden, on the nursery room roster, and was

C
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part of the womenods
Now I 6m in my third
of the Monitors, Ushers, Greeters andWelcome
Tabl e and | 6 MVorkhg €dmmitbea
again and part of the Bible study group.

| guess | must enjoy being involved in the life of the
Church!
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Ted Nixon
| was born in Winnipeg at the height of the
depression. | moved to B.C. as d {@hen my father
did not inherit the family farm. Growing up in

Rossland, | attended Air Cadet camp one summer,

which changed my career path from being a pilot to
a more grounded profession. After spending two
years as an Assayer, | attended UBC and gtadua
as a Metallurgical Engineer. It was during my third
year that | met Mable on a blind date. We were
married at the beginning of my final year. Myst

job in engineering was with Canadair in Montreal.
After a year | was offered a job with AECL in

Torono that was only for about two years but ended
up lasting 35 years! | became the first Quality
Assurance Manager for the Company during my
tenure. Also, a twayear assignment in Romania
proved very exciting and rewarding with a shoot
emup revolution andots of travel. | have been
retired since 1998 and during that time have done
some consulting, gardening, carpentry, and a little
golf.

| have been a volunteer driver for cancer patients
for ten years, did church maintenance for about four
years, spentwo years with Habitat for Humanity,
two years working the sound system for LAFF,
worked with OTMH auxiliary for six years, have
been President of ACRA retirement club and am a
past President of Probus.
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6ve Ytended G A WSGyears dout
onIy got |nvolved as a volunteer organizing the
counters after my second child was born in 2005.
This was shortly after we moved back to Oakville
from California. | wanted to be involved and this
was a way to do it while on Mat leave with 2
children at homel scheduled the people who count
rhe pfterings every aek fgr 5 (f gygihe an
mbFere wa'e Beredelyre! gigrigq and ag st there

er | left. It was rewardlng an a chance to give

back to the Church where | was married anthbo
children were baptized.

r}ﬁ??e V\fltl’htge k| Se rHrgnlq]%ap At
home sewing siness, Wor ing with the
i Negvcomers Group of Oakville as their President
also on the Board of Directors for the Project
Management Institute, | went back work as a
Project Manager.l work in IT, managing various
Information Technology projectd. 6 ve done
many years, some of them in San Francisco at two
startup companies] t 6s a very busy
organize and lead teamblow | am a $rum Master
- doing Application Development for a small firm in
Toronto.
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Running is a passion of
training for a half marathon.lt's long overdue
because I've been a runner my wholeiéaly now
getting serious about itOur family likes to keep
active with swimming and biking in the summer
and skating in the winteWe hope to add skiing to

our list this upcoming winterThe kids who are 5



and 9 now, run me off my feet with their activities
so my real job is chauffeutNever a dull moment.

Jill McFarland (Nixon)

| am the youngest of three children, and was born in
1970. We lived in Clarkson so | went to Elmcrest
Public School, Hillside Senior Public School and
Clarkson Secondary before moving to Oakville in
1986. | staed grade 11 in Oakville and | was not
too thrilled with my parents for making me the
Ainew kido after |l iving i
years. However, some of the friends | made on the
very first day at Blakelock are still my friends
today. | am marriedvith two girls (Regafil2%2
years old and Luc$ years old). | work at the
Oakville ParenChild Centre in an administrative
role and have been there for almost six years. |
really like working and living in Glen Abbeyi t 6 s
great place to raise a famwi | enjoy spending my
time with family, friends and neighbours and try to
get involved where | can. Over the years at GAUC,
| have scheduled Sunday School teachers for the 3
& 4 year olds, | was the editor ¥he Grapevindor

five years and most rectiy | help my sister out
with counting the offering. My parents definitely
instilled in us kids to give back to our community in
any way we can!

(Note: Jill is also involved with fundraising for
JDRF (Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation)
and has registered to do the Walk to Cure Diabetes
on June 13th in the hope that a cure will be found
for her daughter Lucy. See GAUC News for more
details regarding this walk)

On 9 May Jason, Tanya Monteith and children Julia and
David became new members of aangregation.

And on 30 May His sister Lara Papaluca Sorrenti and
husband Marc Antony Sorrenti became new members.
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And their two children Luca Alexander and Marco Jordan
were baptized




Baptismal Families on 9 May 2010 and babies:
Rev Jeff, Bragen William Delahunt, Morgan Michael PaBush, Amelie Indigo Curtis and Susan Cutler

On 2" May Rick Sands gave the Meditation. He
» was hunorous, sel
deprecating and presented a
most thoughtful Mditation,
We hope we have the
opportunity to hear Rick
again.

On 31 May Barb Barone was inducted as a new
member of the Pastoral Care Group. JEfhjd AN74
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Stronach, Barb Barone, Candace Sunderland and ~ On 9 May Bob Aldersley gave the meditation,
Harley Ranson. spokeabout | ove, Motherds o

journey with brain cancer. He also related a true

Jeff kas done a wonderful job of teaching people to  Story about Tommy. Briefly Tommy was an astei

give the Meditation. The following two people did in residence in a Theology of Faith course. Tommy

an outstanding job giving the Meditation. died of cancer when he was 24 and found God
before he did. When he finished his story there was
hardly a dry eye in the place. A truly inspirational
stoty.
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Chris and Bet't yyshbcedsfulcart r 06 ran a ver
and Bonco nite on 15 May, about five tabbés
enthusiastic participants attended.

Lisa Boothvolunteerswith
ADDult ADD and she was
working at a fundraiser on 29
May.

Do you volunteewith a
group, if so let us know and

we will try and cover your Brendan Aldersleyheld his third Car wash to Conquer
event. Itis nice to learn about Cancer on Saturday 29 May. These photos show the
our members and what they beginnirg of the day and at the end of the day he had
do. raised $1432.00. Brendan will be taking part in the

ride to Conquer Cancer, a 200 km bike ride from
Toronto to Niagara Falls.



